Students’ Association of Graduates in English (SAGE)

Meeting Minutes

Monday, 27 September 2004 (2pm)


Attendees:

Joy Burnett, President

Justin Prystash, Vice-President

Jen Roderique, Treasurer

Vicki Abboud, Secretary

Jeff Rice (arrived at 2:30pm for about ½ hour)

1.  SAGE’s political interests:  Joy will draft an email for the listserv explaining SAGE’s role and goals.  She will also submit a personal email to Justin Vidovic who has recently expressed some concerns over the listserv.  In future, we may create a policy of some kind to handle such complaints/reactions/responses.  Jen suggested that one/two SAGE officers be graduate reps. on Policy Committee (Vicki and Justin will run for position).

--Info from Ross Pudaloff:  According to the departmental by-laws, composition and graduate committees are appointed by the directors (in recent years, Richard Marback and Ross Pudaloff, respectively).  Graduate student representatives have been elected in past years but can be appointed at the discretion of the committee directors. 

2.  Regular Officer meetings:  We will consistently meet on Wednesdays, bi-weekly, at 1pm (Vicki will secure room 9304 through Bernie).
3.  General meetings:  Joy will create an agenda and handout based on our brainstorming.  Meetings are set for Wed., Sept. 29th @ 1pm in 10th floor conference room and Mon., Oct. 4th @ 7pm at Traffic Jam & Snug.  Jen will make cookies for Wednesday’s meeting and Vicki will bring chips and salsa.
4.  Pub Crawl wrap-up:  It was a success.  Tentatively will view the video at Jen’s place on Fri., Oct. 22nd.
5.  Constitutional amendments:  Changes have been made.  Next step is to clear the revised constitution with Rick Earnest, attend a budget meeting (Jen and/or Joy), and to submit forms for WSU acknowledgment.
6.  Meeting with Ross:  Joy will set an appointment (reschedule b/c he did not attend today).
7.  Upcoming hiking at Maybury State Park:  Joy will send a thank-you note to Nancy Shattuck for handling sub-committee.  Vicki has planned horseback riding for those interested prior to hiking.
8.  Member-at-Large position:  There were two applicants.  Unanimous vote for both to be appointed Graduate Student Member-at-Large (MaL) for SAGE (Nicole Wilson—non-GTA; Jen Boyd—GTA).  Justin will inform and welcome them.
9.  Logo contest:  One submission—will bring graphic to general meetings and brainstorm ideas to create a logo as a group.
10. Ken Jackson workshop:  All officers will take notes in order to collate information and post on SAGE website.
11. Book Fair:  Justin and Jen will head the sub-committee and aim for late-October.  It will likely be held in the lounge on the 10th floor.
12. “SAGE Ball”:  TABLED
13. ASC Collaboration:  Will work to create a “Teaching Resources Workshop” for GTAs.  Hopefully Nicole Wilson (new MaL) will organize this workshop and include Academic Success Center, Writing Center, Office of Teaching and Learning, and Educational Accessibility Services.
14. Bulletin Board:  Jen will order through Emily Wood.
15. Website:  On-going development.  All officers will look at other graduate student organization websites for ideas.
16. Student Groups/Ideas and SAGE Suffocation:  Anonymous concern has been raised about SAGE being a departmental body through which students can organize activities.  We’ve agreed that SAGE can help with any ideas but it is not necessary to appeal to SAGE for “permission”.  Potential project is to have monthly mini-lessons on periods, genres, theory, etc. to be explained by faculty.
17. Awards sub-committee:  Possible involvement with Faculty Recognition Awards and the like.  To be placed on wish list for future activities.
18. Colloquium plans:  Jen suggested a colloquium series of some kind to be held once or twice per semester.  Could be a venue for students/faculty to prepare for conferences such as MLA and 4C’s.  To be discussed further at officer meeting of Wed., Oct. 13th @ 1pm in room 9304.
19.  New Business:  Vicki will send thank-you card to Jeff Rice for sharing his experiences and offering his input and suggestions about graduate student organizations at today’s meeting.

20.  Meeting Adjourned.

