English Graduate Students’ Organization
Meeting Mintues

Thursday, July 8, 2004

1.  Present:  Joy Burnett, Justin Prytstash, and Jennifer Roderique.  Vicki Abboud @ SCT.

2.  Constitution:  

· Document was approved by majority with one change: we only need 15 votes to amend the constitution.  If Rick Earnest requires additional voting specificity, we will add that ballots will be sent to the membership via the graduate list serve.  These paper ballots may be returned to the department office or mailed to the EGSO.  Everyone will have two weeks to vote.

· We will also fill in the name of the organization after the membership has voted on it.

· The constitution was sent out to the membership at large via the graduate student list serve.  We need 15 votes to approve the constitution.  

3.  New Students:  Pre-Semester get-together is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, Aug 24 in the evening at Cass Café.  Jennifer is checking with Richard Grusin about department funding for this event.  Joy and Nipa should have a list of all new students enrolled for Fall by next week.  The invitations will be sent out in the beginning of Aug.

4.  Ken Jackson Meeting:  It was proposed that we follow up with Prof. Jackson and ask him to also include non-academic careers in his work as Placement Director.  Jennifer will contact Ross Pudaloff to make sure that this is appropriate for the position.  If Prof. Pudaloff agrees that this should be addressed, Justin will contact Prof. Jackson to discuss it.

5.  EGSO Name:  The final three are:  &mpris&nd, Hyperbole, and Verbatim.  Joy submitted this to the graduate list serve for a final vote.  We should have a name in the next two weeks.

6.  Book Fair Update:  Justin and Jennifer have had an overwhelmingly positive response from the publishers.  Justin is consulting with Longman since they were left off our original list.  He also checked with Margaret, and the space for the event is still uncertain.  She suggested that we push this event back to the end of Oct. or early Nov so that space issues can be worked out.  We have agreed to this and will update again at the next meeting.

7.  Graduate Student Web Information

· 2 problems with the department website: info is either missing or inaccurate for grad students.  We need to take this up with Ovais.

· We decided that we really liked the dissertation information on Virginia’s web site.  This should be put on the EGSO website.

· There should be a clear link from the department website to the EGSO website.  Joy is going to work with Ovais on this.

· Our initial website should include the following information: our constitution, our events calendar, a listing of officers with bios and photos, and graduate student information.

· Joy says this can be done in about two weeks.  We will set this up at the next meeting once we have a final name and constitution.

8.  Tentative Schedule of Events
-  Aug 23 – Orientation Presentation – Who we are and What we do for you!

-  Aug. 24 – New Student Welcome Party at Cass Café
-  Sept.  17 – Pub Crawl

-  End of Sept.  Prof. Jackson’s Job Workshops (2 different times for convenience)

-  End of Sept.  Department Assembly – Introduce Officers, etc.

-  End of Sept.  Membership Meeting (should be an evening event to include all students)

-  Oct.  EGSO Hiking Trip

-  End of Oct.  Book Fair

Next Meeting:  Thursday, August 5 at 3:00pm
