
Students’ Association of Graduates in English (SAGE)

General Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 4, 2004
Attendees:
Joy Burnett, President

Justin Prystash, Vice-President

Jen Roderique, Treasurer

Vicki Abboud, Secretary

Jen Boyd, Member-at-Large

Tara Hayes

James Jenner

During our discussion of SAGE’s goals and purpose, we came up with a list of events that we could hold in order to encourage member involvement with our organization.

Possible Graduate Student Conference(s):  SAGE could work with Barrett Watten and other faculty to host a student conference.  Vicki Abboud and Jen Boyd have offered to work on it.

In addition, faculty might be interested in presenting their current work to the department and/or graduate students could have a colloquium as a “workshop” prior to conferences, during dissertation work, etc.

James Jenner suggested (and may become the sub-committee leader) to communicate and interact with other graduate students in other departments (philosophy, for example) so that we could have a more interdisciplinary community among Wayne State graduate students.

SAGE Website:  Ovais (English tech.) can create a link to the SAGE site from the English Department’s main webpage.  We could also post work that is currently being done by graduate students (abstracts of dissertations, etc.) and incorporate student bios (see Virginia’s website), sound bytes, and/or email addresses.  We would like visitors to our site to see that we are an active graduate community.  In addition, the "wiki" that was set up by Eric Marshall remains a good way to casually communicate with other English grad. Students (http://wsuenglishgrad.freezope.org/wiki2/FrontPage).

Potential Speakers:  Now that SAGE can request funding, we came up with a wish list of people who we thought would be good speakers.

Charles Altieri
Eve Sedgwick
David Sedaris




Ani Difranco
Ellen Degeneres
Al Franken

Will Farrell
George Carlin
Kevin Smith

A.S. Byatt
Stephen King
Barbara Kingsolver

Charles Baxter
Tom Lynch
Joyce Carol Oates

Gayatri Spivak
Stanley Fish
Marlene Nourbese Phillips

Elmore Leonard
Alistair McLeod
Garrison Keillor

Stan Gontarski
Ken Burns
Don Cherry (with Ron Maclean?)
Sherman Alexie
Mark Seltzer
H.G. Bissinger

John Irving
Bob Dylan
Maya Angelou

Social Events:  We thought of organizing a team for winter sports (softball is our summer sport). Maybe volleyball, basketball, dodgeball, or a bowling league.

Movie nights seem like a good idea (maybe once a month, requires royalties $$) and perhaps a January Superbowl Celebration and Chili Cookoff.

Meeting Adjourned—thank you for all of your input!
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