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The Grand Piano 
is an experiment 
in collective 
autobiography 
by ten writers 
identified with 
the rise of Lan-
guage poetry in 
San Francisco: 
Rae Arman-
trout, Steve 
Benson, Carla 
Harryman, Lyn 
Hejinian, Tom 
Mandel, Ted 
Pearson, Bob 
Perelman, Kit 
Robinson, Ron 
Silliman, and 
Barrett Watten. 

literary history in the making

poetics and politics

how has the notion 
of the “literary” 
changed over the 
past thirty years?

we were writing in convergence 
between theory and example

the effect of French theory, 
critical theory, postmodern 
Marxism at that time 

then & now
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